
ONE-SENTENCE SUMMARY

Description: 
This simple technique challenges students to answer the questions "Who does what to whom, when, 
where, how, and why?" (represented by the letters WDWWWWHW) about a given topic, and then 
to synthesize those answers into a simple informative, grammatical, and long summary sentence. 

Step-by-Step Procedure: 

1. Select an important topic or work that your students have recently studied in your 
course and that you expect them to learn to summarize. 

2. Working as quickly as you can, answer the questions "Who Did/Does What to Whom, When, 
Where, How and Why?" in relation to that topic. Note how long this first step takes you.

3. Next, turn your answers into a grammatical sentence that follows WDWWWWHS pattern. Not 
how long this second step takes. 

4. Allow your students up to twice as much time as it took you to carry out the task and give them 
clear direction on the One Sentence Summary technique before you announce 
the topic to be summarized.
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